Cambridge Democratic City Committee

Meeting Minutes

December 5, 2005

Cambridge Senior Center

806 Massachusetts Avenue

I. The meeting was opened by Trellis Stepter, Chair. 

II. Middlesex County District Attorney Candidates Night

· Representative Michael Festa provided an overview of his candidacy. Information about Representative Festa can be found at http://www.mikefesta.com. 

· First Assistant District Attorney Gerry Leone provided an overview of candidacy. Information about Gerry Leone can be found at http://www.gerryleone.com. 

· Senator Jarrett Barrios was unable to attend but an announcement was made that he would speak at a subsequent CDCC event. Information about Senator Barrios can be found at http://www.barrios.org. 

III. Save Darfur Presentation

· John Lenicheck of Congressman Michael Capuano’s office made a presentation about the loss of lives and human rights abuses resulting from the conflict in Darfur, Sudan. Congressman Capuano is part of a congressional effort to raise awareness of the crisis in this region and has approached President Bush’s administration about this matter but has received little or no response. Mr. Linitch suggested the CDCC and other interested groups work with local non-profits and network with friends out of state to raise awareness about this problem. 

· Members also discussed the role of multinational corporations in the exploitation of third world countries and the need to address this problem.

· Trellis mentioned there is legislation pending in the Massachusetts legislature that would direct the state pension fund to divest all holdings in the Sudan region until conditions improve. The CDCC will develop a resolution to encourage support for this legislation.

IV. New Business and Announcements

· Laurie Taymor-Berry provided an overview of the Jobs Creation Commission and distributed testimony and literature in support of the legislation. Laurie is hopeful the legislation will be taken up this spring.

· Trellis and the ward chairs announced that caucuses would be managed by each ward chair and provided the locations of already scheduled meetings. 

V. A motion to adjourn was unanimously accepted.

