Cambridge Democratic City Committee Meeting Minutes
February 16, 2006   
Area 4 Youth Center
 Members Present:     Darlene Bonoslawski, Elaine Giddis, Lesley Phillips, Linda Pinti. Pam Thomure, Robert Winters, Bob Richards, Constantine (Dean) Christakos, Larry Field, George Goverman, Jennifer Singh, Bill Robert, Gerry McDonough, KD Mernin, Kate Wall, Martha Older, Joel Patterson, Ken Thomson, Mushtaque Mirza, Jamie Sabino, Roger Muriel, Garrett Anderson, Fred Langenegger, Larry Clinton, Bill Forster, Lynne Molnar, Betsy Dunn, Mary Culnan, Elaine Kistenhausky (sp?), Daniel Schlotzman, Carol Cerf, Anne Williamson, Polly, Cobb, Trellis Stepter  (Present for ward meeting only: Quinton Zondervan, David Scondras, Nisha Thompson, Carolyn Fuller, William McAvinney, Jesse Kanson-Benanav)
 Note: Prior to the commencement of the regular city committee meeting, ward meetings were held for several wards—including but not limited to wards 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 11.  Ward 3 held an informational meeting to gather names of individuals interested in joining the ward membership only since no elected member was present to call a meeting of the ward.

 
I. Meeting Convened by Chair, Trellis Stepter at 6:46 pm(Meeting Minutes taken by Vice Chair, KD Mernin in absence of the Secretary, Jesse Stanesa) 

Announcements
a. City Councilor Anthony Galluccio, Candidate for State Senate, was recognized and addressed the members.  

b. Dr. Sam Kelley, Candidate for Lt. Governor, was recognized and addressed the members.
II. Report of Officers 

a. Motion made and seconded to accept the minutes of the previous meeting with no amendments.  Adopted unanimously by voice vote.
b. Treasurer’s Report made by Chair, Trellis Stepter in absence of Treasurer, Doug Thompson.  Committee currently has approximately $3,000 in bank prior to the payment of caucus-related expenses.  Report accepted without discussion.
c. Report of the Chair:
i. Nominating Committee appointed for the purpose of recommending candidates for election to the CDCC Executive Committee.  The Nominating Committee Members are Danny Schlotzman, Poly Cobb, Dean Christakos, and Mark Sutherland.  The group will meet during the next few weeks to determine nominees. Any one interested in being elected to the Executive Committee is asked to contact one of these individuals directly.  Report of the Committee will be made during the April meeting.  Election of Officers will be held at the same meeting.
ii. CDCC Bylaw Amendment Adoption. Chair introduced proposed bylaws with amendments to be adopted through this term to facilitate the recommendation of candidates to serve as City Election Commissioner.  Changes proposed altered dates only in Section V: Procedures for Selecting Candidates for Election Commissioner.  New dates in said section are as follows:          
1. February 28, 2006 at 5 pm—Election Commissioner Questionnaires due to Secretary of the Committee, Jesse Stanesa; 
2. March 9, 2006—Public Hearing; March 20, 2006—Nominations and election of candidate names to forward to City Manager.  
3. An amendment was made by Gerry McDonough and adopted. The amendment changed, in Section II (Qualifications of Members), Sub-section A (Membership of the City Committee) in line 8, the number fifteen to the number twenty. The amendment changed, in Section VI (Amendment of the Bylaws), in line 6 by deleting line 6 and line 7 and inserting in place the following:

“This Committee shall appoint a bylaw review committee on or about March 9, 2006 to consist of no more than five members, including the current Vice Chair of the City Committee, for the purpose of drafting new bylaws for the governance of the Cambridge Democratic City Committee.  Said Vice Chair of the City Committee shall serve as chair of the Bylaw Review Committee.  Said Bylaw Review Committee shall report their recommendations to the membership no later than June 30, 2006 at which time the Cambridge Democratic City Committee shall vote on adopting such recommendations.  In the event the Bylaw Review Committee is unable to complete its assigned task by the above date, these bylaws, as adopted and amended on February 16, 2006, shall cease to be in effect.  In such case, the Cambridge Democratic City Committee shall be governed under the Model Bylaws as proposed by the Massachusetts Democratic Party until such time as a report and vote on new bylaws can be made.”

Bylaws, as amended, were approved unanimously
III. Resolution on Redistricting in the Commonwealth:  Larry Field introduced a resolution urging the Cambridge elected delegation to support Senate Bill 12.  The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote.
IV. Caucus Report:    Several Ward Chairs reported the successes and issues of their ward caucuses.  Consensus was that the caucuses were well attended, that several wards were able to increase their ward membership through the caucus attendance, and that all delegates and alternates elected were committed to Deval Patrick for Governor.  The Chair, Trellis Stepter, requested that all ward chairs remit to him their list of elected delegates and alternates so that the City Committee can properly thank these individuals for their service.
V. Discussion of Proposed Website Guidelines: Current CDCC Webmaster, Poly Cobb, made a presentation to the membership on the status of and need for guidelines for the administration of the CDCC Website, www.cambridgedems.org.  Member Larry Field made a presentation of some proposed amendments to said guidelines.  Larry’s proposal primarily altered Section III (Materials and Links Postings).  Discussion of both the original guideline proposal and the amended version followed.  Most of the discussion centered on the issues of explicit consent for the posting of personal information beyond the member’s name on the site and on the appropriateness and procedure for the posting of individual ward candidate endorsements.  The membership agreed to table the discussion until the March 9, 2006 meeting at which time, Larry and Poly will make a unified recommendation to the members and a vote on the same shall occur.  
VI. Jobs Creation Commission Legislation Report.  Lesley Phillips provided an update on Senate No. 257, relative to jobs creation.  In January, Laurie Taymor-Berry and Shirley Carrington, Executive Director of Boston Connects (Boston Empowerment Zone), met with Senator Jack Hart, Chair of the Senate Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies. He plans to meet with the House Chair, Rep. Bosley, to discuss aspects of the legislation which are not part of the Economic Stimulus Package. Meanwhile, Boston City Councilor Rob Consalvo, plans to hold a public hearing on the Jobs Creation Commission Legislation at Boston City Hall in the Spring. Councilor Consalvo worked with Laurie Taymor-Berry in the Rules Committee, in 1997 which the legislation on the Jobs Creation Commission was initially filed.
VII. Update on Massachusetts Democratic State Committee Meeting given by Trellis Stepter.  At the most recent State Committee Meeting, the members discussed the procedures for garnering 500 signatures to get a name onto the State Convention Ballot.  Specifically, the debate centered on the definition of an elected delegate.  Jim Roosevelt made a clarification ruling allowing elected delegates, add-on delegates and ex-officio delegates to be included in the definition of elected delegate for the purpose of garnering the 500 signatures to run for the endorsement of the convention.  It was noted that the ruling was specifically related to Chris Gabrielli’s rumored attempt to run for Governor.  Much discussion of the CDCC followed on the appropriateness of the ruling, the likelihood of Mr. Gabrielli’s success and campaign and on the ramifications of the ruling on other gubernatorial campaigns.
VIII. Motion made and seconded to adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
