CDCC Meeting Minutes  

October 18, 2005

 

Attendees: KD Mernin (vice chair), Doug Thompson (treasurer), James Williamson, Gale Batchelder, Darlene Bonislawski, Michael Bonislawski, LeRoy Cragwell, Bob Richards, Terrance Smith, Ana Lopez, Polyxane Cobb, Ethan Cobb, Lesley Phillips, Laurie Taymor-Berry, Linda Sophia Pinti, Tom Raftery, Pam Thomure, Mushtaque Mizra, Danny Schlozman, Anna Williamson, Chris Mackin, Bette Davis, Richard Griffin, Bill Schmidt, Larry Field, Ann Roosevelt, Jim Roosevelt, Allan Isbitz, Denise Simmons, Jarrett Barrios.

· Meeting opened by KD Mernin

· Apologies made that Trellis Stepter and Jesse Stanesa (Chair and Secretary respectively) were unable to attend due to a work obligation (the Mass. Legislature was in formal session discussing a large supplemental budget bill).

· Published Agenda was altered to allow guest speaker to address gathering first.

· Pam Wilmot Executive Director of Common Cause addressed the group regarding the Fair Districts Initiative Campaign.

· Ms. Wilmot briefly described the history of the practice of "gerrymandering" legislative districts (the practice first occurred in MA). 

· She said that the proposed Constitutional Amendment would remove the process of creating new legislative districts out of the hands of the "stakeholders"--the members of the legislature--and make the process more fair and open. She said that the MA proposal is similar to the current Iowa system and that the Iowa law has created more political competition within that state.

· She said that the amendment is supported by most senior Democratic and Republican leaders and by our own Alice Wolf.  The proposal is not supported by the current House Speaker.  

· The proposal would create a 7 member commission to draw new legislative districts under strict guidelines mandating openness and cohesion of city/town boundaries etc.  

· At present, signatures are being collected in order to put the measure before the legislature.  100,000 signatures must be collected by 11/23/05.
· Common Cause is currently seeking volunteers, signatures and monies from Cambridge Democrats.  ANY and all assistance would be most appreciated.
· Motion made and seconded to put a resolution endorsing the fair electoral districts initiative on the next CDCC agenda.  Vote was taken and the matter was sent to the Executive Committee for action.

· Treasurer's report:  Currently the CDCC has approximately $3,000 on hand.

· Motion made to accept the minutes from the September Meeting.  Members present made it known that many of them did not receive a copy of the September minutes and thus could not vote on their acceptance.  Therefore, since a sufficient number of members would not be able to vote on accepting the September meeting minutes, the motion was tabled to be taken up at the next full CDCC meeting in December.

· Additionally, the vice chair promised that the September meeting minutes would be resent as a plain text email to all members prior to the next full committee meeting.
· Motion was made and a vote taken to require the Secretary to cease the proactice of sending meeting minutes and other important information to members as email attachments and instead, to send all information to members in the body of emails.
· Vice Chair report: requested update from Progressive Agenda Subcommittee.

· Progressive Agenda Subcommittee reported through Lesley Philips that the Jobs Creation Commission Bill would be having a public hearing on 10/26 at 10 am in Room b-2 at the State dHouse. Additionally, the next meeting of the Progressive Democrats would be on Nov. 9, 2005 at 7pm.  The location of this meeting is yet to be determined but a meeting notice will be going out soon.

· KD then gave an overview of the CDCC Goals and Strategies as approved during the last meeting, including an outline of the various working groups.  She encouraged all to participate in the working groups.

· The members were then asked to find the facilitator for those groups and the working groups met for approximately 20 minutes. (the Sage working group was unable to meet due to the absence of Trellis and working group 1 on strengthening ward committees was facilitated by Leslie Philips due to the absence of Candies Pruitt).
· Announcements were made as follows:

· The next full meeting of the CDCC will be the December Potluck.  It is likely that this will occur during the 1st week of December but more solid information will be forthcoming.

· The next CDCC Executive Committee meeting will be held in November. (likely on Nov 11 or 14)

· The Voter Registration Training Manual will be posted on the Election Commission Website very soon.

