Cambridge Democratic City Committee Minutes

May 22, 2006

Christ Church of Cambridge

0 Garden Street, Cambridge

     A list of those attendees who signed in is on file with the Secretary.
I. Meeting Opening

The meeting was convened by KD Mernin, Chair, shortly after 7:30 p.m.

II. Minutes

The minutes from the April 6, 2006 meeting were approved unanimously. There were no abstentions.

III. Reports of Officers

· Chair (KD Mernin)

The Chair recognized the presence of State Representative Alice Wolf, and Democratic State Committee Member for Middlesex, Suffolk and Essex Will Luzier.  

· Treasurer (Rebecca Kaiser)

The Treasurer reported that the current amount in the CDCC account was $1981.02.

IV. Committee Reports

· By-laws (KD Mernin)

KD Mernin, Chair of the Bylaws Subcommittee, reported that the work of the subcommittee was meeting and rewriting the bylaws. The subcommittee will report at the next CDCC Meeting, when the CDCC will vote on the new bylaws. This meeting will take place on June 29th, and will start at 6:30 p.m.

V. Unfinished Business

· Affirmative Action Officer (LeRoy Cragwell) 

Affirmative Action Officer LeRoy Cragwell rose to thank those who had supported his election as Affirmative Action Officer, but said that he would need to step down because of the amount of other work he was doing. 

He then nominated George McCray for the position. The nomination was seconded, nominations were closed and the question called. George McCray was unanimously elected by voice vote.

In his acceptance speech, George McCray, who is a gerontologist, said that he had been the Affirmative Action Officer some years ago. He would need people to agree to help him in doing outreach and in bringing people into the organization. If people agreed to help him, he would accept the position. 

      VI.    Candidate Addresses and Straw Poll

· Gubernatorial Candidates

· State Representative Alice Wolf spoke on behalf of gubernatorial candidate Deval Patrick. Information about Deval Patrick is available at http://devalpatrick.com.

· No speaker was provided by the gubernatorial campaign of Tom Riley. Information about Tom Riley is available at http://www.tomreilly.org.  

· No speaker was provided by the gubernatorial campaign of Chris Gabrieli. Information about Chris Gabrieli is available at http://www.gabrieli.org.    



· Candidates for Secretary of State

· Secretary of the Commonwealth William Francis Galvin discussed his candidacy for reelection with members. Information about William Francis Galvin is available at http://www.billgalvin.org.

· Stephanie Sanchez spoke on behalf of the candidacy of John Bonifaz for the position of Secretary of the Commonwealth. Information about John Bonifaz is available at http://www.johnbonifaz.com.

· Candidates for Lieutenant Governor

· Deborah Goldberg discussed her candidacy with the members. Information about Deb Goldberg is available at http://www.deborahgoldberg.com.
· Sam Kelley discussed his candidacy with the members. Information about Sam Kelley is available at http://www.samkelley2006.com.   

· Tim Murray discussed his candidacy with the members. Information about Tim Murray is available at http://www.timmurray.org.
· Andrea Silbert discussed her candidacy with members. Information about Andrea Silbert is available at http://www.andreasilbert.com. 

Prior to holding the straw poll, a question was raised concerning the fact that the names of candidates for the office of Secretary of the Commonwealth were not included. After some confusion, the committee voted to include the names as write-ins and to go ahead with the straw poll. 

· Straw Poll

The results of the straw poll, which included anyone in the room, were as follows:

For Governor: Christopher Gabrieli: 3; Deval Patrick: 56; Thomas Reilly: 3

For Lieutenant Governor: Deborah Goldberg: 11; Samuel Kelley: 12; Timothy Murray: 11; Andrea Silbert: 27.

For Secretary of the Commonwealth: John Bonifaz: 24; William Francis Galvin: 17.

      VII.    Announcements / New Business

· Announcements

KD Mernin announced that the ACLU Foundation of Mass. 2006 Annual Bill of Rights Dinner will Honor Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. May 31st had been sold out.
· Convention Delegates: report on car pool and accommodation needs

It was announced that convention delegates must have credentials that read 1SM, 2SM, or MSE, the abbreviations for the three Senate Districts whose boundaries include Cambridge. 

· Resolutions [full text included at the end of these minutes]

· John Kenneth Galbraith (Bill Doncaster)

A resolution on the late John Kenneth Galbraith, brought by Bill Doncaster, was proposed, read, seconded, and was passed unanimously by voice vote. A follow-up resolution to send a copy of the resolution to Professor Galbraith’s widow was seconded and passed unanimously by voice vote.

· Immigrants (Lesley Phillips / Ward 6)

A resolution, brought by Lesley Phillips, and congratulating the Cambridge City Council for its recent stand on immigrants was proposed, seconded, read, and passed by voice vote, with one opposed and one abstaining.

· Alewife Reservation (Lesley Phillips) 
Lesley Phillips brought a resolution concerning the Alewife Reservation was moved, seconded, read and passed by voice vote.
· Cambridge Green Decade’s “Start Now” petition (Sam Seidel)  
Sam Seidel brought a resolution to support Cambridge Green Decade’s clean energy petition. This was moved, seconded, read, and passed by voice vote.

VIII. Adjournment

The committee accepted a motion to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Vermouth

CDCC Secretary

