CDCC Meeting Minutes

September 26, 2005

Attendees: Trellis Stepter (Chair), KD Mernin (Vice Chair), Lesley Philips, Mary Platt, Jesse Gordon, Betsy Dunn, Ben Lummis, Polyaxane Cobb, Ethan Cobb, Anne Williamson, Pam Thomure, Gerry McDonough, Darlene Bonislawski, Alexia Hayes, David Scondras, Lawrence Clinton, LeRoy Cragwell, Bill Doncaster, Amy Smith, Paul Vermouth, John Peirson, Laurie Taymor-Berry, Libby DeVecchi, Daniel Schlozman, Larry Field, Richard Clary, Carolyn Meith, Joseph Joseph, Candies Pruitt, Mushtaque Mirza
· Meeting Opening: Meeting opened by Trellis Stepter
· Darlene Bonislawski of the Election Commission announced the availability of an updated voter registration training manual.  The new manual is available to all Cambridge residents by contacting the Election Commission

· The Chair read the resolution on social security as printed in the April 26, 2005 minutes.  The resolution was unanimously adopted as written.
· Betsy Dunn requested a resolution relative to prescription drug coverage.  Said request discussed by the members present.  By a vote of the members, it was determined that such a motion was not prudent but that the Executive Committee should schedule a presentation by a knowledgeable authority on this subject as soon as practicable. 

· The committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the April 26, 2005 meeting as published with no amendments.

· A presentation was made to the members by Barbara Roop, Co-Chair of Health Care for All regarding the currently proposed Health Care Constitutional Amendment.
· Treasurer’s Report (given by Trellis Stepter) currently have approximately $3000 on hand after all Eleanor Roosevelt Event expenses are paid.

· Vice Chair Report (given by KD Mernin) KD asked for an update to be given relative to the Progressive Agenda Subcommittee.  Said update was given by Lesley Phillips (Chair of the aforementioned subcommittee).  

· Ms. Philips reported that the subcommittee had agreed to focus on 3 agenda items: 1. voting reform, 2. state committee restructuring, 3. jobs creation commission.  

· Ms. Philips announced that the next meeting of the subcommittee will take place on October 18, 2005 immediately following the City Committee meeting.

· Ms. Phillips then requested that the By-Laws be suspended so the members could submit and vote on a proposed Jobs Creation Commission Resolution during the same meeting.  A vote was taken and the rules were suspended with one Nay vote and one abstention.

· Laurie Taymor-Berry read the proposed amendment into the record. The text is as follows:

· Whereas, the Jobs Creation Commission resolution was unanimously passed by the delegates to the Massachusetts Democratic Issues Convention, held in Amherst on June 10, 1995 and;

· Whereas, the Jobs Creation Commission legislation was initially assigned a bill number in the Joint Committee of Commerce and Labor on June 11, 1997, and;

· Whereas, the Jobs Creation Commission legislation continues to be a part of the Massachusetts Democratic Party Platform and has been subsequently refilled biennially in the legislature since 1997, and;

· Whereas, lack of adequate jobs continues to be a pressing need in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; therefore,

· Be it resolved, that the Cambridge Democratic City Committee stands behind the Jobs Creation Commission Legislation by encouraging the Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies to recommend its passage; and

· Be it further resolved that the Cambridge Democratic City Committee urges its members to work for the passage of said legislation.

· A motion was made and seconded to call the resolution.  The resolution was accepted with one abstention.

· Trellis then made the Chair’s Report.  Trellis spoke about the Executive Committee retreat that took place over the summer.  He thanked all the chairs and other participants for their hard work.  He spoke of the need to set goals for the CDCC and to update the CDCC mission statement and he gave an overview of the process undergone by the Executive Committee.  

· He then asked Larry Field, Gerry McDonough and Polyaxane Cobb to speak about each of the specific goals, actions and strategies being recommended for adoption. (See attachments for specific information).
· A motion was made to accept the goals, actions and strategies as presented.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.

· New Business:  Mushtaque Mirza made a request that the committee again suspend the By-Laws for the purpose of submitting and voting on a proposed amendment condemning Governor Romney’s recent prejudicial statements.  A vote was taken and the By-Laws were suspended with 2 abstentions.
· Mushtaque Mizra read his proposed amendment and several friendly amendments were made to it.  The final text reads as follows:

· Whereas, we are assembled this evening as the Cambridge Democratic City Committee of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and;

· Whereas, we, as a party and as a people, recognize the essential nature of civil liberties and equality to the fabric of the American way, and;

· Whereas, we fight constantly to uphold these lofty, albeit inalienable, principals to all the citizens of our great Union, and;

· Whereas, we understand the value and contributions, the rights and liberties, of every minority despite the passing vogues of time;
· Therefore, be it resolved, that the Cambridge Democratic City Committee condemns as irresponsible the statements of the Governor of this State, Mr. Romney, suggesting the wiretapping of mosques, the monitoring of students from so called “terrorist countries”, and the registration of Muslims in Massachusetts.  Such belligerence towards the civil liberties of Americans of any races, faiths and beliefs cannot be tolerated by this government, conceived as it was upon the doctrine of freedom and brought up upon the notion of expanding liberty;
· Therefore be it further resolved that the Chair and the Vice Chair of the Cambridge Democratic City Committee shall send a copy of this resolution forthwith to each member of the Cambridge City Council, each member of the Cambridge Legislative Delegation and the Office of the Governor of the Commonwealth.

· A motion was made to call the resolution.  A vote was taken and the resolution was adopted with one Nay vote.

· It was announced that the next meeting of the Cambridge Democratic City Committee will be held on October 18, 2005 at 6:30 pm at a location to be determined.  It was also announced that the next meeting will begin with sign ups for the 2005-2006 CDCC Goals and Priorities Working Groups.  

· A notation was made that the following members have already indicated their desire to serve on the following working groups:

· Ben Lummis on Work Group 5, Mushtaque Mizra and Lesley Philips on Work Group 6. 

