Cambridge Democratic City Committee Minutes

April 6, 2006

Andrew Peabody School

70 Rindge Avenue, Cambridge
Attendees: Trellis Stepter (Chair), KD Mernin (Vice-Chair), Jesse Stanesa (Secretary), Garrett Anderson, Ray Ausrotas, Gale Batchelder, Sylvia Barnes, Sarah Bennett, Jeb Bowron, Sylvia Bridgeman, Lisa Bromer, Carol Cerf, Mary Christie, Polyxane Cobb, Rachael Cobb, Elizabeth S. Coleman, Leroy Cragwell, Bill Doncaster, Larry Field, Bill Forster, Elaine Giddis, Helen Glikman, Nelson Gore, Richard Griffin, Will Hafer, Joseph J. Joseph, Laura Kershner, Judith King, Elaine Kistiakowsky, Karen Klinger, Deborah Kuhn, Gina LaRoche, Ana Lopez, Henry Lukas, George F. McCray, Gerry McDonough, Susan Eldredge Mead, Carolyn Mieth, Mushtaque A. Mirza, Christopher Mackin, Brian Murphy, Katherine C. Murphy, Oscar R. Murriel, Brian O'Connor, Donna Palermino, Joel Patterson, Jennifer Patton, Lesley Phillips, John Pierson, Linda Pinti, Candies Pruitt-Doncaster, Tom Raftery, Meta Scheublin, Daniel G. Schlozman, Korynn Schooley, Sam  Seidel, Mary Ann Serra, Ann Smith, David E. Sullivan, Betsy Super, Lori Sutherland, Mark Sutherland, Laurie Taymor-Berry, Nisha Thompson, Pam Thomure, Martha Older, Paul Vermouth, Kate Wall, Eric Weltman, Robert Winters
Meeting convened by Chair, Trellis Stepter. 

I. Announcements

a. Gerry McDonough recognized the passing of CDCC member Phil Dussault.

II. Report of the Nominating Committee

a. Danny Schlozman reported the recommendations of the Nominating Committee: KD Mernin (Chair), Sam Seidel (Vice Chair), Rebecca Kaiser (Treasurer), Paul Vermouth (Secretary).

b. Based on the change of location and inadequate notice, there was a motion to change the meeting date to after Patriot’s Day. After debate, the motion was subsequently withdrawn.

c. A motion to accept the slate of candidates recommended by the Nominating Committee was amended by Larry Field to require the individual nominations of CDCC officers. The motion was seconded and accepted unanimously. 

d. There was a question of quorum called. There was discussion about whether twenty-year members and associate members are not considered for quorum purposes. After review of the attendance sheet, a quorum was present.

e. Gerry McDonough nominated KD Mernin to be chair and it was seconded. There were no other nominations. The nominations were closed. The CDCC voted unanimously for KD’s nomination.

f. Gerry McDonough nominated Sam Seidel to be Vice Chair. There were no other nominations. The nominations were closed. The members voted unanimously for Sam’s nomination. 

g. Poly Cobb nominated Paul Vermouth to be Secretary. Tom Raftery nominated Lesley Phillips to be Secretary. There were no other nominations. The nominations were closed. Both candidates made brief speeches. Lesley commented that the administration of the Committee needs to be improved and there needs to be new CDCC membership outreach efforts.  Paul discussed his background as a Harvard librarian and that he wants to be a facilitator for the Committee. 

h. There was debate over the format of the vote for the Secretary. Poly Cobb made a motion for a voice vote and Linda Pinti requested a public ballot process. The motion was amended to require a ballot with names of members. The motion was passed and the debate closed. 

i. Lesley Phillips withdrew candidacy before the vote and Paul Vermouth was voted unanimously to be Secretary. 

j. Gerry McDonough nominated Rebecca Kaiser to be the treasurer. Trellis informed the membership that Rebecca is an active member of Ward 7. Nominations were closed and Rebecca Kaiser was voted CDCC treasurer. 

k. Leroy Cragwell was nominated for Affirmative Action officer. The motion was seconded, the nominations were closed and the motion passed unanimously.
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Andrea Silbert, candidate for Lieutenant Governor, discussed her candidacy with the members. Information about Andrea Silbert is available at http://www.andreasilbert.com.  

b. Deb Goldberg, candidate for Lieutenant Governor, discussed her candidacy with the members. Information about Deb Goldberg is available at http://www.deborahgoldberg.com. 

c. KD announced that because of the scheduling change in this meeting, the other candidates would be invited to address the committee at a future date. 

d. Pam Thomure recognized the work of the previous officers and KD Mernin provided gifts to the officers. 

e. Stephanie Noguera from Senator Kennedy’s office made a speech about statewide efforts to increase enrollment in the Democratic Party. 

f. KD Mernin announced there would be a CDCC meeting in May and more information would be coming shortly.
g. Motion to adjourn was accepted. 

