CDCC

Cambridge Democratic City Committee

www.cambridgedems.org

May 9, 2006

To the members of the Cambridge Democratic City Committee;

Shortly after the April election meeting, it was brought to my attention that many members of the City Committee did not know a lot about me and my fellow officers.  In an effort to rectify this, I thought it would be helpful to send everyone a short letter of introduction.  

As for me, I live at 14 Rice St. in Ward 11 with my husband of sixteen years, Tim and my 21 month old son, Riley.  I am an artist and a full-time mom at this time.  Prior to my election as Chair, I served as Vice Chair under out-going Chair, Trellis Stepter.  I also serve as Chair of NoCA, North Cambridge Arts.  My husband and I moved to Cambridge about 4 years ago from Woburn, where I grew up.  While in Woburn, I worked for State Representative Carol Donovan for about five years.  I have worked for national, statewide, district, local and municipal campaigns in various capacities since I was able to walk.  I am excited to serve the Democratic Party as Chair of this committee and look forward to meeting and working with all of you over the course of my term.  I can be reached by phone at 617-538-4353 or by email at kd.mernin@comcast.net.

Our new Vice Chair is Sam Seidel.  Sam is an urban planner who has been very active in politics for many years now.  In addition to being a member of his Ward 6 committee, Sam is a member of the Mid-Cambridge Neighborhood Association and is a founding member of the Progressive Democrats of Cambridge.  In 2005, Sam ran for the Cambridge City Council.  He lives on Maple Avenue with his wife in the Inman Square Neighborhood.

Our new Secretary is Paul Vermouth.  Paul is a relative newcomer to the local political scene, having decided to become more involved three or four years ago out of the belief that all Democrats need to be more active if we are to succeed in electing a Democratic Governor.  Since making this decision, he has worked to support local candidates and become a member (and secretary) of the Ward 5 committee.  Paul is looking forward to attending his third state convention and sees the position of the CDCC Secretary as offering an opportunity to participate in policy discussions and to help foster the smooth functioning of the committee.  Paul is a librarian who has worked in Cambridge for sixteen-plus years and has lived here for nearly fourteen years.

Our new Treasurer is Rebecca Kaiser.  Rebecca is a newcomer to our state but not to democratic politics.   After moving to Cambridge nearly two years ago from the Midwest—from Nebraska to be specific—Rebecca quickly became involved in several progressive organizations in the Greater Boston Area.  She has worked for Massachusetts Citizens Against the Death Penalty and the National Organization for Women—Mass. Chapter, with the goal of raising awareness of progressive policies and social action.  She is a new member of the Ward 7 committee and first became involved with our city’s democratic activities through her organizing actions in preparation for this year’s caucuses.  In Nebraska, Rebecca served on her Democratic County Committee and was the National Committeewoman for the Nebraska Young Democrats.  She is experienced in grassroots fundraising and is excited to be, in her words, living in a “blue” state.

Our Affirmative Action Outreach Officer continues to be LeRoy Cragwell of Ward 10.

As a group, we are looking forward to building and broadening the membership of the City Committee, increasing the diversity of our membership and electing Democrats to our state’s many elected offices.  I trust that this letter has been somewhat enlightening to all of you.  Again, if any one has any questions, ideas or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely, 

KD Mernin

Chair, CDCC

14 Rice St.

Cambridge, MA  02140

(617) 538-4353

kd.mernin@comcast.net
